No Child Left Behind

Nationally, there is a significant gap between the achievement test scores of children with disabilities and their non-disabled peers.  NCLB seeks to close the achievement gap to insure that every student can read at grade level or above no later than the end of grade 3.  NCLB includes a legal definition of reading, which includes sufficient background information and vocabulary to foster reading comprehension, and the development of appropriate active strategies to construct meaning from print.


Specifically, 20U.S.C. Section 6368 states:  The essential components of reading instruction means explicit and systematic instruction in:

(A) phonemic awareness:

(B) phonics;

(C) vocabulary development;
(D) reading fluency; and

(E) reading comprehension.
